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 Save the Date: Tuesday, September 15.

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



National Voter Registration Day 2026  
Kickoff
Gearing up for the road to Sept 15th
Wednesday, March 18th

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



Housekeeping
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● This webinar is being recorded and the link will 
be shared.

● There will be a Question & Answer session

○ Please add your questions in the Q&A box in 
zoom, not in the chat.

● Closed Captioning is available

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



Who we are and what we do
● Mission: Nonprofit VOTE is the managing partner of 

the holiday and we equip our nation’s nonprofits with 
nonpartisan tools and resources to help the 
communities they serve participate in voting and 
democracy.

● Vision: We envision a diverse network of nonprofits 
across the United States with the skills, resources, and 
commitment needed to foster a more inclusive 
democracy where all voices are heard, particularly 
those currently underrepresented in the voting 
process.
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Nonprofit VOTE 2023-2024 
Biennial Report

This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2023-2024-biennial-report-web.pdf
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2023-2024-biennial-report-web.pdf


About National Voter Registration Day

● Since 2012, National Voter Registration Day and its 
partners have helped register close to 6.5 million voters.

● In 2024 alone, 820,000 people registered or updated their 
registration—1 in every 120 eligible voters nationwide.

● Thousands of diverse partners participate annually, 
supported by national endorsements and free tools for 
digital and in-person outreach.

● The holiday is endorsed by the National Association of 
Secretaries of State (NASS), the National Association of 
State Election Directors (NASED), the U.S. Election 
Assistance Commission (EAC), and the National 
Association of Election Officials (The Election Center).
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This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.

180 daystil Sept 15!



Thank you to our generous sponsors!



What we hope you’ll take from this discussion
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✔   How to become a partner and ways you can participate

✔   What to know about the voter engagement landscape and how to prepare 

for the year ahead

✔   Everything you can do from now through Election Day

✔   What tools and resources are available to you



The six rules for becoming an NVRD partner:

1. Be nonpartisan.

2. Be inclusive.

3. Be informed about your state’s 
voter registration laws.

4. Stay non-transactional.

5. Be #VoteReady

6. And have fun!
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This webinar is being recorded and the link will be shared.



Be one of the first to sign up as a 2026 community 
partner!

 Scan the QR code with 
your camera app or click 

the link in the chat to sign 
up!
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What you can do as a community partner
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● Step up for those who have to step back.

● Display posters and stickers around your community (starting in August).

● Host a voter registration drive on Tuesday, September 15th.

● Cross-promote NVRD on your social media.

● Share the event with your networks.

● Encourage your local election office to celebrate the day.

● Attend ongoing webinars and trainings to stay up to date on key 
requirements.



What you’ll receive as a 
community partner

● Posters and stickers

○ Will be available for digital downloads and 
editable in Canva

● Toolkits: Communications, field, social media toolkits

○ Including recommended copy for press and 
social media to help make promotion of the 
holiday low-lift

● Fact sheets 

○ For community partners, high schools & 
campuses, election officials, and employee 
engagement

● Ongoing webinars
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 Setting the Stage
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Let’s start our thinking by first addressing the 
landscape
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Voter 
Registration & 
NVRD is 
inarguably 
nonpartisan.

There’s a 
heightened 
need to 
protect your 
community.

We need to 
understand 
the impact of 
the 2026 
midterms.



Here are 10 key things to remember  when doing voter 
engagement this year
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Create a 
trusting 

environment

1

Message 
with clarity & 

care

2

Demonstrate 
language 

and cultural 
competence

3

Know your 
local voting 
legislation

4

Be prepared to 
handle 

misinformation 
and sensitive 

questions

5

Leverage 
media safely

6

Partner with 
trusted local 

organizations

7

Provide 
language 

accessible and 
“Know Your 

Rights” 
materials

8

Train 
volunteers 

on safety and 
sensitivity

9

Emphasize 
citizenship 

requirement 
clearly & 

compassionately

10



What’s on the ballot in 2026
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Source: Ballotpedia.org

U.S. Congress Seats

All 435 districts in the U.S. 
House of Representatives and 
33 seats in the U.S. Senate are 

up for election. 

State Executive Offices

Including down-ballot races, 
there are 300 state executive 
offices up for election across 

43 states in 2026.

State executive offices up for 
election in 2026 include 36 

gubernatorial seats, 31 
lieutenant gubernatorial seats, 
30 attorney general seats, and 

26 secretary of state seats. 

Judge Seats

A total of 303 appellate 
court seats are up for 

election in 2026 including 
64 supreme court seats and 
239 intermediate appellate 

court seats

Local Ballot Measures

These will appear on ballots 
in states across the country. 

Measures include: data 
centers, rezoning, 

redistricting, and tax 
increases, to name a few.

Other

Other elections that will be 
on ballots include school 

board elections, municipal 
seats for city council, mayor, 
and district attorneys, and 

much more! 

http://ballotpedia.org


What it ALL comes down to is…
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Knowing your community.

Knowing your stuff.

Using your tools.

As a trusted local organization, having a deep understanding 
of the community you serve (and their needs) is vital. It helps 
you be confident in your communication and keep their trust.

Voting rules can change from year to year. Make sure you’re 
well versed in voter registration legislation for your state and 

city before you start planning your drive.

Comms tools have already been created for you - so no need 
to reinvent the wheel. But make sure to also use tools like the 

Census to update your understanding of your community.



Plug n Play Resources
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How we build our tools
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What is the impact of the 
2026 elections on the 

future of our democracy
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Changes to voting 
legislation

How we build our tools

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/state-voter-guides/
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/state-voter-guides/
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Key talking points for 
specific demographics

How we build our tools



Where to begin?
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Voter Engagement Timeline through NVRD
For nonprofits and community organizations

6+ MONTHS OUT

● Designate a Staff Lead (An internal champion who will coordinate voter 
engagement efforts)

● Establish buy-in and support from your Executive Director and senior staff
● Create a voter engagement plan, including goals and timeline
● Review the voting and deadlines in your state
● Identify potential partners to help provide training or resources
● Meet with your local election office to establish a relationship
● Develop a system for returning completed voter registration forms

MARCH
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5 MONTHS OUT

● Gather materials and resources to raise program visibility and engage voters 
(e.g. posters, buttons, and flyers)

● Train and motivate staff and volunteers who will interact with voters
● Kick off your voter engagement programs

APRIL

Voter Engagement Timeline through 
NVRD
For nonprofits and community organizations
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4 MONTHS OUT

● Continue voter registration efforts
● Inform your community and supporters about your voter registration and 

voter education activities

MAY

Voter Engagement Timeline through 
NVRD
For nonprofits and community organizations
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3 MONTHS OUT

● Reassess goals - how far along are you? Should you adjust your goals?
● Prepare your get-out-the-vote plans
● Make sure 100% of eligible staff is registered and ready to vote

JUNEVoter Engagement Timeline through NVRD
For nonprofits and community organizations
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2 MONTHS OUT

● Intensify your voter registration and pledge to vote campaigns

JULYVoter Engagement Timeline through NVRD
For nonprofits and community organizations
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1 MONTH OUT

● Continue intensive voter registration and voter pledge efforts through your 
state’s voter registration deadline

● Do get-out-the-vote and voter education activities, primarily during the final 
2-3 weeks before NVRD

● Start hanging your NVRD posters around your community 
● Begin promoting early voting and vote-by-mail opportunities
● Identify and prepare staff who can answer voting questions

AUGUST
Voter Engagement Timeline through NVRD
For nonprofits and community organizations
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0 MONTHS OUT

● Finalize your voter drive logistics and details. Do a test run.
● Familiarize yourself with your voting legislation by visiting your local election 

office’s website.
● Run your voter drive on September 15th!
● Continue preparing for GOTV.

SEPTEMBER
Voter Engagement Timeline through NVRD
For nonprofits and community organizations



What’s coming  next…
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Our NEW poster and sticker design…

 Community partners will be 
among the first to see the 

2026 design once it launches! 

Posters will be mailed out in 
August.
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Our upcoming digital resources…

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Communications-Toolkit-2025-v3.5.pdf
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Communications-Toolkit-2025-v3.5.pdf
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Field-Organizer-toolkit-2025-v4.pdf
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Field-Organizer-toolkit-2025-v4.pdf
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Our upcoming digital resources…

Our 2026 State Voter 
Registration Guides will 

launch in August!

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/state-voter-guides/
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/state-voter-guides/


Our library of past webinars…
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To check out the webinars, click here

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/webinar-schedule/


Our library of past webinars…
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To check out the webinars, click here

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/webinar-series/
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Our web resources…

Visit the 
National Voter Registration Day website 
for sample messaging for email, press 

releases, tips and tricks, and brand 
guidelines.

https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/communications-resources/


Coalition Resources
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Trusted election resources
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Our coalition’s resources

https://voteriders.org/
https://voteriders.org/
https://www.lwv.org/
https://www.lwv.org/
https://866ourvote.org/
https://866ourvote.org/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/


Upcoming Dates
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Upcoming key dates
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Next up, is the Safety and Compliance webinar on 
Apr 29th at 2pm!



Upcoming key dates
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 National Voter .
 Registration Day .

Tues, Sept 15th!



Q&A Time!
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Next Steps
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Sign up now as a 2026 community partner!
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 Scan the QR code with 
your camera app or click 

the link in the chat to sign 
up!



$2.50 for the 250th?

Donate as little as $2.50 to keep NVRD free and open to all! 
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Contact Us

Questions about partnership and resources:

○ info@nationalvoterregistrationday.org
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mailto:info@nationalvoterregistrationday.org


Follow us!
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@NatlVoterRegDay
#VoteReady



 Thank you .


